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VICTORY AT LAST

SEEKING UNITY

The Panthers ended their 21game losing streak by defeating
Southeast Missouri 64-59.

The eighth annual EIUnity
Conference explored race,
sexuality and other issues.
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Swimmers
create rap
song after
‘Fund EIU’
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EASTERN: ‘FUND US’

By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
Eastern men’s swim team sophomores Patrick
Wood and Ben Pitlock made a rap song for “Fund
EIU.”
Neither Wood nor Pitlock, who are roommates,
have any experience with making music or rapping,
but the two swimmers found themselves bored Friday night and they wanted to make a rap song for
fun.
With the trouble that Eastern is in without a
state budget passed, they thought rapping about
“Fund EIU” would be relevant and a good idea.
Wood and Pitlock go back and forth throughout
the song rapping a verse.
“We were just messing around; we were just
bored and in like two to three hours we just thought
we’d share and some of our friends would like it,”
Wood said. “But obviously a few more people saw
it.”
The song has been shared extensively on social
media and can be listened to on Pitlock’s Soundcloud. Many people have been affected by what is
going on with the budget, from employees being
laid off to the women’s rugby team being suspended, and Wood and Pitlock are also affected because
they are part of athletics.
“Fund EIU is a good thing for athletics too in the
fact that with all these cuts that could possibly happen, it would be good to make sure that athletics is
supportive of that movement too,” Pitlock said.
The fall semester had some people worried that
Eastern may get shut down soon, which would
mean students could lose scholarships they earned
and would not be able to finish their degrees. While
Woof and Pitlock made the song just for fun, they
said there was a little bit of hope that the song may
make some sort of impact on the situation at Eastern.
After seeing rugby get suspended for the year,
Wood and Pitlock do not know if another program
at Eastern could possibly face the same situation.
The music playing in the background of the song
is the beat of “Lean on Me,” and a couple of the
lyrics include “We’re just out here, tryna’ help our
school, all these legislators acting like fools.”
Wood and Pitlock also take a shot at Thomas
Dining Hall.
“Fund EIU is what we tryna’ preach, gotta get
some money, let the teachers teach, let the students
learn degrees we tryna’ earn. Four year commitment, that is what we were promised, you can’t even
get any good food at Thomas.”
Pitlock said no offense was meant against Thomas, however.
“We had to come up with something that
rhymed,” Pitlock said. “So we thought ‘I guess that
could work,’ nothing personal against Thomas Dining.”
Pitlock asked at the end of the song what would
“the Chuck” be, and said, “We all bleed blue.”
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.
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Student Body President Shirmeen Ahmad speaks about the importance of funding to students and faculty Friday during the “Fund EIU” rally on
the steps outside the Doudna Fine Arts Center.

Crowd rallies for state budget
By Stephanie Markham
and Cassie Buchman
Editor-in-Chief and Associate News Editor | @DEN_News
The normally calm Library Quad was booming with chants and rumblings from the hundreds of Eastern supporters who braved the bitter temperatures to demand state appropriations
during Friday’s “Fund EIU” rally.
The Doudna steps and surrounding lawn
were packed with students, community members, faculty and staff, state representatives, and
others who share an interest in Eastern’s future.
Signs bobbed above the crowd conveying
messages of love for Eastern as well as frustration in legislators for carrying out Illinois’ budget stalemate for eight months.
The #FundEIU was trending on Facebook
Friday night as ralliers posted photos and videos
from the demonstration and alumni shared their
sentiments about the university.
The Voices
Gateway adviser Yolanda Williams told the
crowd it was time for action, even “to flip a table or two.”
Williams said Gov. Bruce Rauner is trying to
split up the family and home that is Eastern.
“By not passing the budget, the governor is
letting my home, my school, our sister schools
suffer,” Williams said. “It’s messing with our
family, and I’m not letting that happen without
a fight.”
Williams charged students with letting Rauner know what should be done.
“We will flood his office with calls and emails,
we will sign petitions; we will tweet him ‘Sign the
budget and give us our money,’” Williams said.
Student Body President Shirmeen Ahmad
said people do their jobs at Eastern with passion.
“You’re not meeting people who are just
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Ralliers assemble at the steps of the Doudna Fine Arts Center during the “Fund EIU” rally on
Friday.

working for their paychecks,” Ahmad said.
“They’re here to care about us.”
Ahmad said it is not fair the university is
forced to say goodbye to so many employees.
“We all know that everyone’s fighting on their
own because we don’t know what we’re doing,”
Ahmad said. “That is not fair.”
Austin Mejdrich, a junior political science
major, said political squabbling in Springfield
has threatened to stifle the community.
“It is time for students, faculty, staff and community members across campuses around Illinois to say in one voice that our futures are not
merely special interests to be bartered with,”
Mejdrich said.

He said without an appropriations bill, the
university would continue to see damages.
“These hardworking members of our campus
community have contributed so much only to
be thanked by a pink slip from Springfield,” Mejdrich said.
Sen. Scott Bennett (D-Champaign) addressed
the crowd and said although Eastern is not in
his district, many of the faculty and staff who
have been laid off live there.
“Even if that wasn’t the case, I would still
want to be here because this is where the fight
is,” Bennett said.
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Local weather EIUnity panel answers questions on race
MONDAY

TUESDAY

Scattered Snow

Cloudy

High: 28°
Low: 15°

High: 19°
Low: 7°

For more weather visit dailyeasternnews.com
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By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor | @DEN_News
People from Eastern found themselves in different workshops related to diversity on Friday during the
eighth annual EIUnity Diversity Conference.
The conference featured a variety
of workshops that covered topics such
as race, sexuality, being a first generation college student, studying abroad
and more.
Members of the Eastern community were able to ask their questions
concerning race in a confidential way
through written notes anonymously
left in a box.
Sociology professor Wade Smith
and anthropology professor Donald
Holly later answered those questions
at the “Everything You Wanted to
Know About Race” workshop.
The opening question was "Where
do white people come from?"
Holly took the question, responding that the origin of modern people is Africa. He went on to say that
the environment determines characteristics, and this includes nose shape,
height and skin color.
Holly said oftentimes people create
fake lines to categorize other humans
as different.
“Nature doesn’t create race; nature
spits out all of this diversity into the
world,” Holly said. “People like to
create categories, and that’s where racists come from.”
Holly said people should be faulted
when they take those differences and
place labels on them.
Another inquiry was the difference
between the phrases “people of color”
and “colored people.”
Smith said the phrase colored people carried heavy connotations many
years ago.
“It was intended to deny people
personhood and deny certain rights
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Don Holly, an anthropology professor, answers a question about racial categorization Friday during the “Everything You Wanted to Know About Race but Were Afraid to Ask” workshop for the Diversity Conference in the
Charleston-Mattoon Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.

and opportunities,” Smith said. “It’s
important to hear language and what
it intended to signify.”
An audience member asked what
was wrong with acknowledging the
differences in people. Smith said people are not blind, but they should not
make certain notions based on what
they see.
“There are black, brown and white
people, but we have created a social
space in which there are certain meanings attached to them,” Smith said.
“The issue comes in when we attach
meanings based on assumptions.”
The question of stereotypes came
up, and Holly went on to describe

the different correlations people make
with race.
He said race is more of a cultural
relationship rather than being born
with traits.
“There is not a biological aspect to
what a person can be good at,” Holly
said. “Do you think Chinese people
have a ping pong gene?”
Autumn Fijolek, a junior elementary education major, said she cares
about diversity and sees it as problematic.
She said one reason she came to the
conference was to see the many solutions that can come from just talking.
“(Race) should always be a part of

what we talk about because it’s always
around, and as much I would want it
to go away, I don’t think it is,” Fijolek said.
Mona Davenport, the director of
Minority Affairs, said the conference
went from 30 people in its first year
to having more than 320 people this
year. This year, a lot of faculty stepped
up and asked to be part of the conference, Davenport said.
“It brought a more serious awareness to our students and faculty,”
Davenport said.
T’Nerra Butler can be reached
at 581-2812 or tabutler@eiu.edu.

Chiraq Monologues share urban experience
By T’Nerra Butler
Multicultural Editor |@DEN_News
The Untold Truth has been planning an event to bring different perspectives of people from Chicago to
the stage at Eastern.
Chiraq Monologues will take place
at 7 p.m. Tuesday in 7th Street Underground of the Martin Luther King
Jr. University Union.
With nine performers from nine
different walks of life, Zachary Booth,
the president of the Untold Truth,
said the event will be simply a night
of perspectives from those who have
lived in Chicago.
“It’s perspectives from different
people who have lived in that area,”

Booth said. “Those experiences will
be displayed through their creative expression.”
Booth said this night is dedicated
to showing the community that students from Chicago are more than
some probably think.
“We live in a town that generalizes
and stereotypes, but they don’t know
why,” Booth said. “They look at media and assume. What I say to you,
Charleston residents, is come on and
see different perspectives so you don’t
have to assume, but learn.”
The night is a start in bridging the
gap between the Eastern and Charleston communities, Booth said.
He said his big-picture goal for the
night is to make those who know lit-

6
1
0
2
,
h
t
8
y
r
a
Febr u

tle about Chicago want to learn more
from the monologues.
“It’s OK to be different, and at the
end of the day we’re here to contribute to this great institution,” Booth
said. “We’re here to get a degree and
make ourselves prominent in this
world, despite where we came from.”
Booth said he hopes the event will
create a mellow atmosphere where
people are in the moment and empathize with the speakers.
He said the best way to learn about
a person is to listen to their story.
“These are people’s experiences that
they’ve endured and are willing to tell
you,” Booth said. “These are stories
that don’t come in a textbook.”
Two years ago, Farrah Dean, the

special events coordinator for the organization, came up with a vision
to have people share monologues of
their stories.
Dean said she wanted to capture
Chicago in all of the city’s lights and
show the good and bad. She said a lot
of the things going on in the city are
not just because of people being innately violent.
“The issue at hand is deeper than
just a bunch of young people killing
each other,” Dean said. “It’s due to
environmental factors, not just black
-on-black crime. It’s more to it, and
the seriousness needs to recognized.”
T’Nerra Butler can be reached
at 581-2812 or tabuler@eiu.edu .

What’s Happening on Campus?

Dust, Drought & Dreams Gone Dry Exhibit | All Day
Booth Library
Kim Krause: The Nature of Things | 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tarble Arts Center
Resume Review Blitz | 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Walk-in for 15 minute sessions. Call 581-2412 for more information.
Check out more upcoming events at www.eiu.edu/eiu360/

3
Cometry performers inspire laughs, empathy

MONDAY, FEB. 8, 2016

											

By Kalyn Hayslett
Verge Editor | @Daily Eastern News
Audience members did more
than take a passive role in Cometry’s act Friday.
Through interactive games and
improvisation, attendees heightened the comedy and intensity
in 7th Street Underground of the
Martin Luther King Jr. University
Union.
Cometry is a combination of poetry and comedy with performances typically done with a stand-up
comedian and spoken word selections.
With a “Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtle” stuffed ball, comedian Esteban Gast acted as a seven year old
and engaged the audience through
a game of catch.
However, this part of the performance was not just a simple game,
but a way for the audience to provide advice about dealing with bullying.
Audience members had to respond as Gast’s mom, dad, bully,
principal and assistant principal,
but their responses were more hilarious than helpful.
Kiisha Barney, sophomore family and consumer sciences ma jor, played the role of Gast’s mom
throughout the skit.
“I was kind of nervous, but I was
comfortable because they made it
interactive,” Barns said.
Gast had no idea what the responses were going to be but said

that uncertainty is what he enjoys
the most.
“I love doing improv and just
finding something silly in everything they say,” he said. “My favorite part of the show is having the
audience feel included.”
Even with the crowd participation, Gast was limited on who to
interact with.
T h e m o re p e o p l e , t h e m o re
ideas, laughs and possible participation, but the crowd was small,
which the comedy and spokenword duo had to overcome.
Co-founder of Cometry Ignatius Mwela said small audiences can
be difficult because no one likes
to hear their own laugh or be seen
as emotional, but with the right
methods it all works out.
“If we break that ice early we
will be good to go,” Mwela said. “It
felt good they weren’t afraid.”
Both Gast and Mwela introduced themselves to every member in the audience before the show
and even tried to commit their
names to memory in an effort to
humanize themselves and hopefully set a zone of comfort.
Gast said his motto is to walk
into any situation with the mindset
that this will be awesome and that
positivity will break any obstacles.
“Every situation is the right situation. Everyone was like, this is
different than we expected but this
is great,” Gast said.
Cometry demonstrated adaptability by adjusting to a smaller au-
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Esteban Gast and Iggy Mwela, Cometry artists, perform a stand-up routine Friday in the 7th Street Underground
of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. The group performed a mixture of comedy and spoken word routines as part of their unique performance.

dience but also sensitivity and balance.
An activity struck a nerve in an
audience member causing him to
express how his father was not in
his life for years.
This unexpected response caused
the audience to erupt in laughter and concern but Mwela had to
get the crowd’s attention back as
smoothly as possible.
“I jumped off stage because I
knew it was not ready. You don’t
want to combat it. If you take it
away from them then the audience

feels that awkwardness,” Mwela
said.
Prolonging the spoken word
piece allowed the audience to naturally quiet down and bring their attention back to the stage.
Knowing that no audience is the
same Cometry caters to the crowd
through the serious and funny moments.
Mwela then performed a spoken
word about an emotionally, mentally and physically violent moment between him and his father
as a young man.

Transitioning from silly to serious Mwela put himself in that moment again through his vivid depiction.
Barns said her favorite part was
Mwela’s spoken word about his father because she felt his sadness,
anger and frustration.
“You could tell it really touched
him and how he was able to express
himself through his writing,” Barns
said.
Kalyn Hayslett can be reached
at 581-2812 or kehayslett@eiu.edu .

Interviews for new interim dean begin Monday
By Analicia Haynes
Administration Editor | @Haynes1943
The College of Arts and Humanities will have interviews with
candidates for a new interim dean
this coming week.
Anita Shelton, chair of the histor y department, will have her
interview 10 a.m. Monday, and
English professor Suzie Parker will
be interviewed 10 a.m. Wednesday.
Both open sessions are in Room
4440 of Booth Library.
Richard England, the dean of
the Honors College, said the candidates were judged by the committee to be the best out of the
applicants.
“They both have different
strengths and weaknesses, and we
thought it would be good to give
them both a chance to have open

sessions,” England said.
England said there will be an
open session for College of Arts
and Humanities chairs to meet
with the candidates and then another open session right afterward
for the faculty and staff who will
be working underneath the potential interim dean.
The sessions are intended to invite open discussion for participants to get a sense of the candidates’ vision for the college and
ask questions regarding experience, plans or how they might
deal with different types of situations.
“I’m looking forward to hearing
the questions of the discussions,”
England said.
Since this is an interim dean
position, England said the process
for searching for candidates was
similar to a typical job search with
slight modifications.
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“The provost appointed a committee to investigate,” England
said. “I’m on it and then there are
seven other faculty and staff members from the College of Arts and
Humanities on the committee.”
After sending out applications
and inter viewing all the applicants, the committee picked two
candidates and put those two forward to go to the next stage, England said.
England said participants at the
open sessions can fill out evaluation sheets that will be sent on to
the committee.
The committee will look at the
evaluations and make a recommendation to Blair Lord, the vice
president for academic affairs.
England said appointing a dean
falls upon the provost and the
president but the committee is a
way to know what the faculty and
staff are thinking about the differ-

ent candidates.
England said the search process
is consultative and the job itself is
important, therefore it is important to get the best person.
“That’s why we did the research
process,” England said.
England said the candidates can
expect responsibilities similar to
any other dean in any of the academic colleges.
“They are responsible for the
entire academic operation of the
college, they have to manage faculty workload and any other issues that deal with faculty and ultimately the student experience in
the college,” England said.
England said they also have to
think about the distribution of resources in a time when resources
are tight and that can be a challenging task.
“In addition, the College of
Arts and Sciences has a sort of ex-

tra dimension to this because the
dean of that college is in charge
of the Doudna program,” England
said. “That includes the academic portion of students who are in
the fine arts and ultimately having
responsibility for the people who
are booking the visiting artists and
shows that are coming in.”
England said the job is complex but it has been done well by
a variety of people from different
backgrounds.
England said it would be nice
to search for a permanent candidate but under the current circumstances he is looking for a
good leader in the short term to
watch over the college.
“When we’re in a slightly better place, we’ll look for permanent
dean,” England said.
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Analicia Haynes can be reached
at 581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
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Letter to the Editor

Ian Phillips, Charleston resident

Letter to the Editor

Learn more
about PETA
Dear Editor,
PETA not only paid the water bills of 10
Detroit families who couldn’t afford to do
so but also supplied free healthy vegan food,
including fresh greens and fruit, to residents
in the food deserts of Detroit and set up a tip
line to help them make animal-friendly, affordable food choices (“Research Charities Before
Donating,” Feb. 2). Many versatile vegan staples, including beans, rice, vegetables, tofu and
pasta are relatively inexpensive compared to
meat, eggs and dairy foods. And because vegan
foods are cholesterol-free and generally low in
fat, vegans typically don’t have to pay for statins
or incur other medical expenses that result
from eating animal-based foods.
PETA is an effective and fiscally responsible
organization. We make extensive use of volunteers and interns, and our celebrity supporters
participate in our campaigns without compensation because they believe in our proven ability to help animals. Our low- to no-cost spayneuter clinics sterilize animals living with lowincome families and provide them with veterinary care. We build doghouses and deliver them (free of charge) to animals forced to
live outdoors, serve vegan food at soup kitchens, donate unwanted fur coats to the homeless—the only people who have any excuse for
wearing fur—supply schools with computer
programs to replace animals in dissections, and
much more. I encourage anyone who wants to
learn more about PETA’s work to visit PETA.
org.
Katie Arth, media assistant manager for PETA

Editorial Board
Editor- in-Chief
Stephanie Markham
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Are You Paying Attention Now?

Lives are
being held
for ransom

My name is Ian Phillips and I am from
Charleston. I moved back here last year, but I
want to thank the student body for being here.
You are this community, my town is your town!
The budget situation at EIU is one shared
by many organizations and agencies that offer
assistance to people without any other hope.
Many of these children and developmentally disabled adults are under state guardianship.
That the availability of quality food in these
homes has been limited due to political philosophy is reprehensible. The state has created an ethical conflict of interests that cannot be
fixed by accountants; the governor and his cronies are holding human life ransom for budgetary concessions.
Another conflict of interests is maybe not
so well known. State Rep. Reggie Phillips, who
has neglected the duties vested in him by the
public thereby contributing to the precarious
state of EIU, owns Unique Properties Ltd. His
rental agency collects from more EIU students
than any other in Charleston. He threatens
the educational future of the very same people whom he houses. A biologist would call this
relationship parasitic.
Other properties Reggie and his sons own
include the Brick House, Unique Suites Hotel,
Dirty’s Bar and Grill, Brooklyn Heights, the list
goes on and on. To support a business is a vote
of confidence for its owner. Why do the students of EIU continue to support a man who
will not support them and seems instead to be
working against them?

T h e Daily Eastern News
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Staff Editorial

It is OK to talk to others about problems
Depression is a reality that unfortunately some people go through, and most of the
time it goes unnoticed.
As a result, people who are depressed
end up taking extreme measures to try to
alleviate the way they are feeling, and it
almost always ends horribly.
According to Heathline.com, in a 2012
survey, it was reported that one out of every
four college students suffers from a type of
mental illness, which can include depression.
The survey also said 44 percent of college students have reported experiencing
symptoms of depression, and 75 percent of
students do not seek help for their mental
health problems.
Students who show signs of depression
might often feel like they are alone, and
they may feel like nothing can help them,
but there are ways to help.
Students may be able to find comfort in
talking about their issues, either to friends

or faculty.
Students should even feel encouraged to
reach out to the Health Service department
and talk to someone who may be able to
guide them through the difficult period in
their lives.
An article written in The American Conservative reported that Penn State assembled a task force to examine mental health
on campus. What they found was something called “Penn Face,” which applies to
students who act happy and self-assured on
the outside, but they do not feel the same
on the inside.
According to DiverseEducation.com,
some other statistics of college student
depression said at least four out of every
five college students who have either
thought about or attempted suicide showed
clear warning signs, and young people who
are diagnosed with depression are five times
more likely to commit suicide than adults.
The site also said that other factors

include substance abuse, prior suicide
attempts, access to guns, exposure to other
students who have committed suicide, selfharming behaviors and a family history of
depression and mental illness.
This goes out to anyone, not just college
students who are feeling depressed, and
there are better days ahead.
People will feel sad and they will feel like
everything bad is out of their control, and
they are being singled out for the worst,
but there will be a way to make yourselves
better.
There are people willing to help you, no
matter what the reason.
Everyone has bad days, and it takes a
strong person to rise above and work past
his or her own depression. This is not a
fight people need to take alone, as there
will always be someone around to help.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

EIU rally attracts support from all around
Friday’s rally was a success in every way.
Not only did people come out in droves
(the News-Gazette estimated it at 2,000
people), but the day’s events also spurred
reactions from politicians around the
state.
Gov. Bruce Rauner, Senate President John Cullerton and other politicians
offered replies when asked about the rally.
Rauner and Cullerton’s replies, however,
epitomize the need for bi-partisan cooperation in a way that will prevent large-scale
layoffs and reductions in services around
the state.
Spokespeople for the two men simply
blamed the other party because, of course,
it is never the (insert political party)’s
fault!
Sirs, I implore you to flee from your
ivory towers and comprehend what the
Eastern community has shown you:
We need our promised funding.
This is not a preposterous request needed because of massive overspending.
On the contrary, this demand is necessary because of the absurdity of forcing state institutions to exist without any
appropriation from said state.
This might sound morose; however, I
have reason for hope!

Managing Editor		
Lauren McQueen		

News Editor
Luis Martinez

Jack Cruikshank
When the idea for this rally was nothing more than an idea, our hope was to
get a few hundred people who might simply have been curious what the rally-ers
had to say.
The rally’s organizers had hoped to
make Charleston news, and did not have
plans for anything beyond that.
However, as some of you who attended the rally know, the spirit of the event
was teeming with excitement and hope for
what the Eastern community really can
accomplish.
Since last week, alumni have been post-

Associate News Editor		
Cassie Buchman		

Photo Editor 		
Josh Saxton		

ing videos on the Fund EIU Facebook
page about how Eastern helped them pursue and ultimately achieve their personal
and professional goals.
In one week, more than 3,000 people
have liked that Facebook page as a show of
solidarity to the movement.
The media coverage of the event included multiple stations from around the state,
and by the end of the day Friday, the rally
was trending on Facebook.
I have heard reports of people from as
far away as Wyoming and Texas having
seen the rally as trending.
To me, that is wonderful.
This entire process shows that determined individuals can achieve great things
if they just put their minds to it.
I might not agree with everyone at Eastern about political matters, but I know
that when we share a common goal, there
is a time to drop our ideological blinders
to foster achievement that will outlive and
outshine every one of us.
Now if we could only get our state legislators to realize that.
Jack Cruikshank is a senior political science major. He
can be reached at 581-2812 or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.
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Opinions Editor
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The Politics
Rep. Reggie Phillips (R-Charleston) said he should have been allowed
to speak at the rally as “one of the biggest supporters of EIU on the House
floor.”
Phillips said allowing Bennett to
speak at the rally was a partisan decision, and he did not believe the “rhetoric and hype” would get the attention of Republican leaders like Rauner.
“You might lean towards Democratic, because there are young kids
and professors, I get it, but right now
we need to work in a bipartisan way,”
Phillips said.
Phillips said he would prefer a 6.5
percent cut to the university rather
than Rauner’s original plan to cut 32
percent to higher education.
Sen. Dale Righter (R-Mattoon)
said he also believed the decision to
not let him speak was motivated by
partisan ties.
“It’s easy to come to these rallies and yell out what people want to
hear,” Righter said. “That’s not what I
wanted to do.”
However, Righter said he could see
some positives potentially resulting
from the rally.
“I hope that all of this goes to the
governor’s office, but I also hope it
goes to (Democratic Speaker Michael)
Madigan’s office,” he said.
Righter said Eastern’s budgetary
problems have compounded over the
years from things like declining enrollment.
“This state has been spending more
money than it’s been taking in for 12
or 13 years,” Righter said. “Under
the previous administration, not Dr.
Glassman, but under the previous administration, Eastern year after year
spent down its reserves.”
The Rally
Rally organizer Kate Klipp, a
Charleston resident and 2007 Eastern
graduate, said while Righter did ask
for permission to speak, she did not
believe it would be in the best interest of the rally.
“(Sen.) Scott Bennett mentioned
that we should let them speak, and
I imagine a couple of others believed
so as well, but this was not a political stomping ground for them,” Klipp
said. “Too much work went into it to
hand them a campaign speech.”
Klipp said it was great for them to
be present to hear the community’s
concerns, and she hopes they will pass
them along in Springfield.
As for the turnout, Klipp said she

“I’ve never seen anything like this,”
Carter said. “I’ve always enjoyed
working here. (Eastern) has a lot at
stake.”
Deb Wolf, a former kinesiology
and sports studies professor, and Dale
Wolf, a former director of admissions,
are both retired and still support the
community. Their dog Moose sported a “fund EIU” spray-painted coat.
“I’m amazed that we’ve gotten to
this point,” Dale Wolf said. “I can
only hope that people come to their
senses and realize that they have to
talk to each other.”
Deb Wolf said the crisis may result
in people leaving the city and state.
“There are businesses that depend
on students,” Dale Wolf said. “We
hate to see people being laid off from
their jobs.”
Dale Wolf said he is worried because the state is only four months
away from the next budget and there
still is not a budget for the 2016 fiscal year.
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

A large crowd rallies on and in front of the steps outside the Doudna Fine Arts Center during the “Fund EIU” rally
Friday.

was surprised to see such a large number of people, but not surprised to see
the outpouring of support.
Klipp said she hopes other campuses will start their own rallies and make
the movement to fund universities a
statewide effort.
Catie Witt, executive vice president
of the Student Senate, said FundEIU
is in the process of becoming a registered student organization.
The Concerns
Yazmin Rodriguez, a senior sociology major, said the budget impasse
was not fair to anyone, including her
high school sister who wants to come
to Eastern.
“(My sister) has always wanted to
come here; it’s just something everyone should know about Eastern, how
amazing it is and how we should have
money,” Rodriguez said.
Rodriguez said she was angry about
the absence of a budget for higher education.
“I love we are voicing our opinions
so they can hear us and change their
minds,” Rodriguez said. “I thought
it was so amazing how many people
came together.”
Sue Dhermy, a Mattoon resident,
shared her concerns with Righter and
Phillips during the rally about funding for Sexual Assault Counseling and
Information Service.
Dhermy said she has been to

MOLLY DOTSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Colbie Roberts, a Charleston resident, walks around wearing a “Fund EIU”
hoodie in front of the steps outside the Doudna Fine Arts Center during
the “Fund EIU” rally Friday. Colbie’s grandma is a residence hall cook.

Springfield to help SACIS keep its
funding, as it is now down to one employee and no longer has a hotline.
“The way that they’re cutting programs and funding is ridiculous,”
Dhermy said. “I’ve made more progress in a year with SACIS than I’ve
made in 38 years of my life; they literally saved my life.”
Jo Gentry, an accountant at Eastern, has worked for the university for
24 years and is now worried she may
receive a lay-off notice.
Gentry, who also graduated from
Eastern, voiced her concerns to rep-

resentatives at the rally about MAP
Grant funding.
“I went to school on MAP money; if it wasn’t there at that time, I
wouldn’t have gone to school anywhere,” Gentry said. “Then I came
back, started working here and got
my master’s too. I want you students
to really understand the MAP Grants
and what those mean.”
Mike Carter, the roofer foreman at
Eastern, has worked at the university
for 27 years and said he first came to
Eastern in 1979 putting roofs on several of the buildings on campus.

The Officials
After attending the rally, President David Glassman said he hopes it
brings attention to the importance of
funding public universities, community colleges and MAP Grants.
“I’m really appreciative of all of the
support and love that’s been showed
to EIU by our students and faculty,
staff and the community,” Glassman
said.
Charleston Mayor Brandon Combs
said Eastern is a vital part of the community, and he was happy to see so
many people show their support.
“It comes down to the city if there’s
layoffs and things of that nature,”
Combs said. “Obviously it hurts our
whole community, so it’s a trickledown effect.”
Derek Light, president of Eastern’s
chapter of the American Federation
of State, County and Municipal Employees, said although members of his
union are scared because of the uncertainty of the imending 200 layoffs,
they also support Glassman and understand he is doing his best.
“It’s time for Springfield to listen
and do their job and pass a budget,”
Light said. “Nobody else can go eight
months without paying their bills, so
why can they?”
Analicia Haynes
contributed to this article.
Stephanie Markham and
Cassie Buchman can be reached
at 581-2812 or deneic@gmail.com.
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Superbowl Sunday

1, 2 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST
MOLLY DOTSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Turan Beamow, a freshman kinesiology and sports studies major, teases Aaron Grunur, a freshman kinesiology and sports
studies major, in Thomas Dining Hall after the Broncos sacked the Panthers’ quarterback and scored a touchdown in the first
quarter of the 50th annual Super Bowl.

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE
Check out our photo gallery and video of Friday’s “Fund EIU” rally
online at www.dailyeasternnews.com.
The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
For Release Monday, February 8, 2016

*Quiet
locations
*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

CLASSIFIEDS
For rent

Crossword
ACROSS
1 Small jump
4 Burrito
alternative
10 Lion’s sound
14 April is the only
month that has
one
15 Backbone-related
16 Border
17 Attila or one of
his followers
18 Gifts for guests
20 Seeks answers
22 Caddie’s bagful
23 Cap for a Special
Forces member
24 Alternative to
Spot or Rover
26 “$&#@” and
“%*&!”
27 Friendly scuffles
at sleepovers
32 Hoity-toity sort
33 Jimi Hendrix
hairdo
34 Poems featuring
39-Across

38 Dangerous, as
winter sidewalks
39 Acts of bravery
42 Mare : horse ::
___ : sheep
43 Actress
Thompson of
TV’s “Family”
45 Double agent
46 Group of eight
48 Not good with
large sums of
money, in a
saying
51 Furnishes with
new weapons
54 Foot or yard
55 Fire-setter’s
crime
56 ___ Jemima
59 Scoffer’s sound
62 Real name of
the Pillsbury
Doughboy
65 Rowboat
propeller
66 Thought: Prefix
67 Harass, as a
witness in court
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68 Gun in an action
film
69 TV rooms
70 Outer parts of
pizzas
71 Agent, for short

Edited by Will Shortz
1

2

3

4

14

15

17

18

20

21
24

DOWN
1 Response to a
joke
2 “This one’s ___”
(“Our treat”)
3 “The Wall” rock
band
4 Amount of cough
syrup: Abbr.
5 Judd who wrote
and directed
“Knocked Up”
6 Muck
7 One or two poker
chips, maybe
8 Brand of chips
9 Sprite
10 What the
numbers 9, 8, 7,
6, 5, 4, 3, 2 and
1 are in
11 Scents
12 Be of the same
mind
13 Observes the
Sabbath
19 Share a border
21 Farm storage
building
25 Performs, to
Shakespeare
26 One of the
three flavors of
Neapolitan ice
cream, for short
27 Letters between
chis and omegas
28 Ancient alpaca
herder

27

5

7

8

9

10

22

30

44
48
52

35

36

37

60

61

31

33

43

13

26
29

39

12

23

25

38

11

19

32

51
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No. 0104
16

28

34

40

41

45

46

49

42
47

50

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

62

63

66

67

68

69

70

71

64

65

PUZZLE BY HERRE SCHOUWERWOU

29 ___ Young, singer
with the #1
country hit “Live
Fast, Love Hard,
Die Young”
30 “Uncle,” in poker
31 Mourning
35 Small frosted
cake
36 Is indebted to
37 MacFarlane of
“Family Guy”
40 Cousins of
ostriches

For appointment
Phone
217- 348- 7746

41 Any second now
44 Fittingly
47 Trim, as a
hedge
49 Prefix with
potent
50 Beginning
51 Swift
52 Wear away, as
soil
53 Colorado ski
town
56 At a distance

57 Official language
of Pakistan
58 Darkroom
masters, for
short
60 Discombobulate
61 Voyage
63 Airer of the
Olympics since
1988
64 9 a.m. and
12 p.m.: Abbr.

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.

You deserve to live in a nice
home with nice landlords! Leasing for Fall 2016 3-4 bedroom
homes, includes all appliances
and garbage. Walk to campus.
Pet friendly. Call or text
217-649-6508 or email
mkesler@parkland.edu.
Website: keslerodle.com
_________________________ 2/8
5 BR house, 2 full baths 2 half baths.
W/D included. 1025 4th Street.
Large deck. Call Tim Thompson
618-670-4442.
_________________________ 2/8
Beautiful 2 BDRM Apts. Cathedral
ceilings, walk-in closets, central
A/C, fitness center, sundeck,
trash, water included. Very clean,
safe, quiet environment. Great
for grad students, upperclassmen, or nontraditional students.
Short- and long-term leases. Best
prices in town. 815-600-3129
leave message.
_________________________ 2/8
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse.
Call 24 hours for details
217-549-2668.
________________________ 2/10
For Rent: 6 bedroom home. $350/
month each. W/D. New appliances.
2016-2017 school year. Call
847-921-3180.
________________________ 2/11
BOWERS RENTALS - 1, 2, 3 BR’s
Available Fall 2016. Contact us to
find comfortable and affordable
housing for next school year. Call or
text 217-345-4001. See all our properties at eiuliving.com
________________________ 2/11
3 or 4 Tenants off street parking 2
bathroom washer dryer 3 blocks
from campus 1710 11th St.
(217) 273-2507
________________________ 2/21

For rent
2 Bedroom Houses, Fall. Close to
campus. Appliances. 11 month
lease. (217) 549-7031.
________________________ 2/29
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 2/29
Fall 2016: Very Nice 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, & 8
BR Houses. 1 - 3 Blocks from Campus. Rent includes lawn care, trash,
and utility allowance.
217-493-7559. myeiuhome.com
________________________ 2/29
Very nice 2 & 3 BR, 2 Bath furnished
apartments behind McHugh’s.
Rent includes cable and internet.
Call 217-493-7559 or
myeiuhome.com
________________________ 2/29
Leasing for Fall - 1 and 2 Bedroom
Apartments. 1041 7th Street. Clean,
efficient, convenient, and affordable. Laundry, off-street parking, no
pets. Deposit and references required. 217-345-7286
________________________ 2/29
For Summer & Fall 2016 - 1, 2, 3
and 4 BR Apts. 348-7746.
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 2/29
Properties available 7th Street. 2
blocks from campus. 5 and 6 BR
houses with trash paid. Call
217-855-8521.
________________________ 2/29
See our properties at
ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
GREAT LOCATIONS 1, 2, and 3
bedroom apts available August
2016 ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2016 one
bedroom apt ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249
________________________ 3/11
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Men’s basketball team wins 5th straight game
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By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s basketball team
is on a five-game winning streak that
has put them in first place in the
Ohio Valley Conference West.
The Panthers latest win came
against Southeast Missouri on
Wednesday in Lantz Arena.
The Panthers started OVC play
1-3, and are 6-1 in their last seven
games. The winning streak started
with an 87-86 overtime buzzer beater layup by junior A.J Riley.
Wednesday morning’s win was not
quite as close, as the Panthers won 7869. SEMO is now 2-9 in OVC play.
Senior wing Trae Anderson dominated the game scoring 27 points,
grabbing 12 rebounds earning him a
double-double. He also had four assists. Anderson did all this in just 26
minutes played.
Junior guard Demetrius McReynolds also earned a double-double by
scoring 16 points and grabbing 11 rebounds. Anderson and McReynolds
were the game’s top scorers.
The Panthers trailed at the end of
the first half 42-40 but took the lead
just 40 seconds into the second half.
However, the Panthers never led by
double-digits.
The Panther’s largest lead was nine
when the final buzzer sounded.
Anderson gave the Panthers the
lead off a layup. On the following
possession Anderson missed a jumper but grabbed his own rebound and
passed it out to sophomore guard

Cornell Johnston for the 3-pointer.
Johnston played all 40 minutes,
scoring 11 points and earning seven
assists, just three shy of getting a double-double himself.
The Panthers were able to get production from more than just one guy,
which was important in getting the
win, coach Jay Spoonhour said.
“It’s much tougher to win games
in February,” Spoonhour said. “You
have to really battle the entire time.
I thought we did that, and the production came from a lot of different
sources- that is important this time of
year.”
The Redhawks and the Panthers
were tied eight times throughout the
game and saw the lead change on five
different occasions.
Although the Panthers found
themselves trailing at the end of the
first half, they shot 54.5 percent from
the field. SEMO shot 50 percent, and
were 4-11 from beyond the arc.
Three-pointers proved to make an
impact in the second half as SEMO
shot 1-14 from beyond the arc, 7.1
percent. Eastern improved from deep
shooting 4-12.
The Panthers hit all but one free
throw in the second half going 10-11
from the line.
Eastern has just five games remaining this season, all important OVC
games as teams are fighting for one of
the eight spots to head to the OVC
tournament March 1.
Murray State is right behind the
Panthers with a 6-5 record in the
West division of the OVC. Tennessee-
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Junior guard A.J. Riley scored five points in the Panthers’ 78-69 win over SEMO on Saturday in Lantz Arena. Riley
has 264 points on the season averaging 11 points per game.

Martin is right behind Murray State.
SEMO, if the season ended today,
would not be in the OVC tournament with its 2-9 record in fifth place.
Austin Peay is in the final spot with a
little bit of a cushion at 4-7.
Tennessee Tech sits at the top of
the OVC East division with a 9-2 record. Belmont is also 9-2 but behind
Tennessee Tech as of right now. Ten-

nessee State is in third with a 7-3 record.
The fight for fourth place in the
East is closer than the West as Morehead State is hanging on to the final
spot by just a game with a 6-5 record.
Eastern Kentucky is in fifth at 5-6.
The two schools will square off on Friday. Morehead State came out on top
in the first meeting of the season 70-

67.
Eastern’s next game will be at 8
p.m. Wednesday in Lantz Arena
against Austin Peay. The women will
take on the Governors right before at
5:15 p.m.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Eastern track, field teams finish with 6 top 20 wins
By Jack Arkus
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The annual two-day Meyo Invite was packed this weekend with
48 colleges as well as a handful of
club track teams competing in South
Bend Indiana.
The teams met at the University of
Notre Dame where the action began
Friday afternoon.
Friday was laced with a variety of
preliminary and final events.
Eastern sent out contenders for
most of them.
Senior thrower Janie Howse represented the Panther’s by receiving
12th overall out of 35 contestants for
Friday’s women’s weight throwing final.

Anita Saffa ran in the women’s
60-meter dash.
The junior sprinter squeezed into
Saturday’s final where the top 18
women advanced.
She placed 17th in her preliminary race and received 10th overall
in the finals.
Considering Friday was a shorter
day of competition, those who competed in the early evening had time
to rest before competing on Saturday.
Sophomore Maria Baldwin had
one race as she competed in the
women’s 5,000 meter race.
She had a time of 17:17.35 putting her at 14th place out of the 50
runners in the race and fifth all-time
in Eastern history.

Four of Eastern’s runners: Amy
Yeoman, Amina Jackson, Dhiaa
Dean, Kristen Rohrer all teamed up
to run in the distance medley relay
competition.
The quartet seemed to be on the
same page with placing 11 out of
19 and collectively ran a time of
11:55.56.
On the men’s side, Chris IlungaMatthiesen ran for the Panthers on
Friday in the 60 meter dash.
He finished 15th out of 48 runners and secured a spot in Saturday’s
final.
Junior distance runner Paxon
Menard finished 16th in the men’s
5,000 meter run.
Friday’s action was concluded by
the men’s 200 meter dash.

Jamal Robinson represented Eastern in the event as he finished in
18th place against 49 other runners.
Several colleges across Indiana had
first place finishers.
Molly Seidel, who is in her final
year at Notre Dame, set the tone in
Saturday’s first race of the day as she
took first place in the 3,000 meter
run for the women.
She received a time of 8.57 seconds.
David Timlin ran for Indiana
State University, and he finished in
first place for the men’s one-mile run
with a time of 4:00.42.
Purdue also had a first place finisher in the men’s division for the
shot put event.
Two club teams finished in the

top two spots for the men’s 3,000
meter run.
“Very Nice Track” came in first
place, while “Speed Factory” walked
away with a second place finish.
Eastern’s Riley McInerney was not
too far behind as he finished 23rd in
that event for the finals.
Eastern men’s and women’s teams
both did exceptionally well in the
800 meter run.
Sophomore Michael Brown, who
ran for the men, finished in 18th
place out of 60 runners on Saturday.
Amy Yeoman represented the
women on Saturday when she came
in 19th place out of 71 runners.
Jack Arkus can be reached
at 581-2812 or jtarkus@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: UPSET ALERT: Panthers take down No. 4 SEMO, 64-59. With that win, the 21 game losing streak is over.

S ports

Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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Junior guard Phylicia Johnson looks at the basket to see if she can shoot the ball. Johnson led the Panthers with 19 points in the 64-59 win against Southeast Missouri Saturday in Lantz Arena.

Panthers win big in upset, end losing streak
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball
team ended its 21-game losing streak
in an upset by defeating Southeast
Missouri Saturday in Lantz Arena.
SEMO came into the game with a
7-3 Ohio Valley Conference record,
but the Panthers found themselves on
top 64-59.
Junior forward Erica Brown said
the Panthers have struggled all season to get into the winning column,
but Saturday’s game showed what the
team is actually made of.
“It gives you hope, basically,”
Brown said. “We were on a losing
stretch for a minute and it was nice to
have that feeling again. I think that’s
what we needed to turn the corner.”
Brown recorded a double- double

in the contest scoring 12 points and
grabbing 10 rebounds.
Although the game was just a midseason OVC matchup and just the
Panthers’ second win of the season, it
was as big a win coach Debbie Black
has ever had, she said.
“That felt as good as any win as I
have ever had in my life,” Black said.
“I’ve won some championships but
that felt as good as any championship
I’ve ever won.”
Junior guard Phylicia Johnson led
the Panthers in scoring with 19 points
in just 24 minutes of playing time.
The Redhawks led by 13 points in
the third quarter at the 9:36 mark.
Eastern’s largest lead of seven came
with 5:39 left in the game.
With just over nine minutes remaining, the Panthers trailed 43-42,
but a pair of 3-pointers on back-to-

back possessions by Johnson gave the
Panthers a lead they never let go of.
The Panthers have not had many
chances this season to hold a lead in
the fourth quarter but were able to
make the much-needed free throws to
hang on.
Eastern’s seven-point lead with only
a few minutes remaining was key,
Black said.
Black said the team was able to feel
more comfortable playing the final
minutes with a little bit of a cushion.
It was a physical game between the
two OVC schools as Eastern had 16
fouls and SEMO had 22. Black said
the team wanted to make sure they
did not let SEMO “punk” them.
“We had the mindset that we
weren’t going to let them just beat us
up,” Black said. “They’re not terribly
big, I think we stood up to them, we

didn’t let them get easy post feeds. I
think defense was one of our better
games.”
Brown did not go through anything like this recent losing streak in
her first two years at Eastern, so to get
this win after what has happened this
year was great, she said.
“We were down on ourselves,”
Brown said. “So to come through and
come out with a win, it was nice, I
feel like I’m floating right now. I feel
so much better now.”
Eastern did get off to a fast start after turning the ball over on the first
possession and letting SEMO jump
out to a 7-2 possession in just over
three minutes.
The Panthers had a week off since
their last game, which gave them time
to work on more individual drills,
rather than just focusing on what the

other team is doing. They also had
motivational speakers come in to talk
to the team, and Black said all of that
helped.
Eastern got off to a slow start,
but once they started to do the little
things, everything else fell into place,
Brown said.
“Once we started to do the little
things like trying to get that rebound,
trying to run down the floor, just
guard your girl, I think that’s what
loosened us up,” Brown said. “Then
we started getting our fast breaks, we
started feeling more comfortable out
there and that’s what got us our lead.”
Eastern will take on Austin Peay at
5:15 p.m. Wednesday in Lantz Arena.
Sean Hastings can be
reached at 581-2812
or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Women’s tennis team suffers 2nd loss of season
By Kaitlin Cordes
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Eastern women’s tennis team
took its second loss of the season falling to Illinois State University 5-2 on
Saturday.
The Panthers are now 2-2 overall
after winning two in a row prior to
this match.
In doubles, freshman Srishti Slaria and junior Kamile Stadalninkaite
took care of the ISU duo of Sarah
Pulson and Channel Scudiero, finishing with a score of 6-4.
Senior Hannah Kimbrough and
sophomore Grace Summers fell to Illinois State’s Marcia Tere-Apisah and
Kadi Ilves 6-3 in the No.1 doubles

spot.
In No. 2 doubles play, senior Ali
Foster and junior Kelly Iden were defeated by Veronika Golanova and Jana
Kustova.
Foster and Iden went back-andforth with the Redbirds but ended up
falling to the duo 6-4.
The Panthers earned two victories
in the singles portion of the game.
Foster earned a win over Golanova with a first set victory of 6-2 and a
6-1 win in the second.
Summers defeated Illinois State’s
Kustova.
She began the match by earning a
6-3 win.
In the second set, Summers was
pushed to a 5-5 score, forcing her to
out do her opponent by two points to

come out on top.
Summers was successful and
trumped her opponent 7-5.
Kimbrough suffered her second
loss in singles for the season in her
No. 4 match against the Redbirds’
Ilves, 6-3 and 6-2 in their two sets.
Scudiero earned another singles
point for ISU with her 6-4 and 6-3
wins over Slaria, and Tere-Apisah defeated Iden in a close three-set match,
6-2, 6-7, 6-4.
Catherine Schulman took the victory over Stadalninkaite to round out
the Redbirds’ singles victories.
Their match went into three sets as
well, Schulman winning 6-2, 3-6, and
6-2. Ilves, Tere-Apisah, and Shulman
remain undefeated in singles action.
Saturday’s loss marked Eastern Il-

linois’ first defeat from ISU since the
2012-2013 season.
Illinois State’s record against the
Panthers improves to 8-2 since the
2006-2007 season.
The Redbirds move to 3-0 for the
spring season and will look to earn
their fourth win at Chicago State for
their first road game of the season.
The Panthers will hit the court Saturday in Joliet to face St. Francis.
The Ohio Valley Conference recently released its top-10 list for men’s
and women’s tennis.
The list is voted on by coaches
from around the league.
Foster was picked for the ninth
spot after leading the last season with
a 16-4 singles record and a 10-7 record in doubles play.

Iden is tied with Eastern Kentucky’s Marina Marti at the No. 6
spot on the list.
She finished the 2015 season with
an overall doubles record of 7-4 and
an 8-11 record in singles.
The OVC also released their predicted order of finishes, also voted on
by league coaches.
The Panthers received one first
place vote and are predicted to finish
fifth in the conference with 69 points.
The tennis team finished last season
with a 13-7 record overall and a 7-3
record in OVC play.
Kaitlin Cordes can be
reached at 581-2812
or krcordes@eiu.edu.

